                     LBA Annual General Meeting 2014-2015 – Held on May 31, 2015
                                                      Secretary’s Report

I welcome you to the second and final AGM of the  Executive Committee which took over in the   year 2013 for the term 2013-15.
I’m happy to announce that attendance at our regular pairs has been decent. We have been using Bridgemates for scoring the pair events regularly and it has become a habit. Last year we did manage to get couple of our members  to attend ACBLScore, the scoring software, workshop which is a first step towards training another person to operate Bridgemates in my absence. I wish to complete this process during the course of 2015-16. Though there is regular participation in pairs, I regret to state that the duplicate teams event has not been held regularly even though some members were keen on it.
Other than our regular pair contests  we organized four events during the course of year. 44th UP State Championship and two regular events – BP Halwasiya Memorial bridge tournament sponsored by Sri Sudhir Halwasiya at MB Club, DN Rastogi Memorial Pairs event sponsored by Sri BN Rastogi/ Sri NN Rastogi at Lucknow Club and World Wide Bridge Contest. The major event that LBA successfully organized last year was 44th UP State Championship at VKS Varadan auditorium, GSI, Lucknow to mark Golden Jubilee of LBA. I would like to thank GSI officials for their cooperation and Sri RK Singh, Sri Madhu Srivastava, Sri BN Rastogi, Sri RA Siddiqui, Sri Vipin Rai, Sri BD Sarkar and our President Sri NN Rastogi particularly for helping in organizing the event. Being Golden Jubilee event we organized the event at a larger scale than the usual way we organize state championship. This year we gave away dinner also to the participants and also gave them gifts along with increased prize money. We also felicitated three of our founder members to mark the occasion. All this was funded by LBA’s internal funds for which members kindly gave permission.  
Lucknow players individually continue to do well. It was a silver lining that in the Golden Jubilee year of the association  a local team comprising of Sri TP Khare, Sri RA Siddiqui, Sri B Prasad, Sri GN Mehrotra, Sri NC Bhattacharya & Sri JS Kaul won state championship. Sri BN Rastogi and Sri AK Sinha won Madhav Prasad Trophy for being swiss league winners in the state championship. Sri Mukul Gupta, Sri SA Abbasi, Sri SH Zaheer & Sri SQ Wajahat qualified to the super league in state championship where Sri VK Tiwari & Sri Arun Srivastava also qualified in different teams. Sri VK Tiwari, Sri & Smt AK Vashishtha, Sri HK Singh & Sri Manish Jaiswal did well in the pairs event in state championship. Amongst other events - in prestigious HCL event Sri TP Khare and Sri RA Siddiqui qualified to knockout stage in silver and Sri Khare also played pair final. Sri TP Khare , Sri HK Singh, Sri SK Garg & Sri Mnish Jaiswal won BAM event at Goa.Sri  Mukul Gupta, Sri SA Abbasi, Sri NC Bhattacharya, Sri TP Khare & Sri Vipin Rai qualified for Super league at Nainital. Sri B Prasad won our Tuesday/ Friday individual masterpoint compilation for 2014 and Sri B Prasad & Sri RA Siddiqui won the Tuesday/ Friday pairs masterpoint compilation for 2014. Congratulations to all.
The financial health of the association is stable. We have good amount of fixed deposits to bank on.  Now we are using interest from the two of the bigger Fixed Deposit for our activities. Apart from other things which have been budgeted buying a new AC is pending for last few years which the new committee for 2015-17 should install.
Last but not least I would like to thank  Sri NN Rastogi, our President, for his guidance and Sri Madhu Srivastava, Sri JS Kaul, Sri TP Khare, Sri Vimal & Sri Ram Prasad (chowkidar) for their help in carrying out various activities. I am also thankful to all the members for their cooperation and support in running our activities.
Shantanu Rastogi
Hony Secretary
